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TRIPARTITE COMMISSION HOLDINGS OF NAZI GOLD AT THE BANK OF ENGLAND 

The Bank of England has been a u t h o r i s e d by the T r i p a r t i t e 

Commission f o r the R e s t i t u t i o n of Monetary Gold to s t a t e t h a t i t 

holds a t o t a l of 114,637.213 t r o y ounces of f i n e gold (=about 

3,565.615 kilograms) on be h a l f of the T r i p a r t i t e Commission. 

Almost a l l of t h i s , 113,839.674 ounces has r e c e n t l y been p l a c e d on 

i n t e r e s t - b e a r i n g f i x e d term d e p o s i t . When the T r i p a r t i t e 

Commission's gold was f i r s t r e c e i v e d i n the Bank many y e a r s ago, i t 

was the Bank's p o l i c y not to s t o r e s p e c i f i c gold f o r s p e c i f i c 

customers: customers were g i v e n c r e d i t f o r q u a n t i t i e s of gold, not 

s p e c i f i c b a r s . The bars which were r e c e n t l y p l a c e d on dep o s i t were 

not, t h e r e f o r e , the bars o r i g i n a l l y c r e d i t e d to the T r i p a r t i t e 

Commission's account. S i m i l a r l y , when the gold i s r e t r i e v e d from 

the f i x e d term d e p o s i t , i t w i l l not be the same bars which a r e 

returned. 

The o r i g i n s of the gold deposited with the Bank of England on 

beha l f of the T r i p a r t i t e Commission have been d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l 

i n the documents p u b l i s h e d r e c e n t l y by the Foreign and Commonwealth 

O f f i c e . 

I n a d d i t i o n to the gold mentioned above, the Bank a l s o holds on 

be h a l f of the T r i p a r t i t e Commission a f u r t h e r two ba r s , t o t a l l i n g 

some 797 ounces, which were t r a n s f e r r e d from the Deutsche 

Bundesbank i n September 1996. These bars bear the r e f i n i n g stamp 

of both the P r u s s i a n S t a t e Mint (1938) and Degussa (1958). 
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They d e r i v e from b a r s which o r i g i n a l l y belonged to the N a t i o n a l 

Bank of Belgium. They were obtained by the Nazi regime from the 

Bank of France i n 1942, the B e l g i a n a u t h o r i t i e s having t r a n s f e r r e d 

them to France i n 1940 f o r safe-keeping. They were subsequently 

re-smelted, along w i t h other N a t i o n a l Bank of Belgium ba r s by the 

P r u s s i a n S t a t e mint and a s s i g n e d new numbers. The f a l s e date of 

1938 was e n t e r e d i n t o the mint's records and marked on the b a r s to 

d i s g u i s e the b a r s ' B e l g i a n o r i g i n s . 
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